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Hsu is associate curator in the Department of Rare Books and Documents at the National
Palace Museum. Before joining the NPM, she has served at National Taipei University of
Business, Special Collections Division of National Central Library, and China University of
Science and Technology. At the NPM Dr. Hsu curates exhibitions of rare and antiquarian
books, and previously she has worked on collection management of the rare books. Her
research covers classical Chinese literature, Chinese bibliology and rare book editions, and
recently history of book collecting and circulation.
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The Production of the Qing Court Miniature Editions in the
18" Century and the Imperial Rewards from the Emperor

During the Southern Chi dynasty in the 5" and é" Century, literati had began
the refinement of publications and named the pocket-size books that could be
stored inside the travelling luggage as ‘Jinxiang cloth-case edition’, which were
easily portable and conveniently assessable on the table for casual reads. Since
the Southern Song dynasty, the characteristic of Jinxiang edition that includes small
in size, easily printed, and convenient for circulation had been all favoured by the
literati and thus become widely popular. In between the Ming and Qing dynasty, the
Jinxiang edition was praised as the ‘Xiuzhen miniature edition’. The petite-scale and
the handy nature were used by exploiters, and then turned them into tools to commit
fraud during exams.

On contrast, Emperor Qianlong ruled the Qing court in the 18" Century and he
held a different and higher perspective towards the miniature editions. In Qianlong’s
early ascendency, he requested Wuyingdien palace to produce the Ten Miniatures
of Guxingzhai Studio, which derived the style from ancient Jinxiang edition. This
collection was exquisite in size and with gold-sprinkled yellow paper as cover, and
these qualities not only demonstrated the imperial prestige, but also served functions
of collecting and studying effortlessly. Furthermore, emperor Qianlong continued to
give royal edicts to have the Imperial Poem and Imperial Literature published not
only in immense edition to emphasize the royal magnificence, but also in miniature
edition. The purpose and infention of emperor Qianlong truly provoke our curiosity.
Intriguing enough that the emperor Jiaging followed his father’s footstep, and he
also requested Wuyingdien palace to produce Imperial Poem and Imperial Literature
in miniature edition. If Jiaging shared the same value as Qianlong or he had other
considerations? The above questions are the focus of this article.

The Conversion of Connoisseurship on the Imperial Antiquilies Academic Symposium
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